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Handmade Filmstrips for Your Viewing Pleasure

Bright Red Rocket releases “Focus: The Collected Filmstrips of Brian Dewan,” a DVD of whimsical, sometimes dark, and always wonderfully illustrated 
favorites from the artist and musician


(Los Angeles, CA – December 1, 2008) – Many of us grew up watching educational filmstrips from our constricting, wooden school-house desks.  Who can forget the whir of the projector fan as the teacher’s pet slowly cranked each frame into place when she heard “Boop!” on the soundtrack?  Brian Dewan makes his own versions of these filmstrips  - entertaining, beautifully drawn and wonderfully narrated. In their own way, they are indeed educational. 
For the first time ever, the filmstrips Dewan has created in the past decade have been collected into one DVD volume. Each frame is skillfully hand painted and lettered. These remarkable images are accompanied by Dewan's deep, resonant narration and musical accompaniments.  But the world these filmstrips evokes is a mysterious one, in which an unnamed and stern authoritarian dictates “moral” lessons of dubious origin.
The themes vary from straight interpretations of "Grimm's Fairy Tales" to Bible stories (e.g. "Deuteronomy") to fictional "histories" that are in turn surreal, satirical and hilarious (e.g. "Before the White Man Came"). 

The DVD not only contains filmstrips, but the special features includes one song from a musical performance of Brian Dewan playing, overlooking the beautiful Hudson River Valley, where he lives. There is also an extra super rare bonus filmstrip, "Cherry Tree Carol."  

This is indeed an audio and visual treat and a wonderful gift for anyone who appreciates skill, talent and a good, old-fashioned performance.

120 minutes, NTSC, All region, Dolby digital, suggested retail price $25. (The Special Limited Edition includes a signed limited edition letterpress print of "More Than One Way to Skin a Cat" of only 100 and is available at a suggested retail price of $45.) Available on Amazon.com, and other fine venues worldwide.  UPC #824818000294
About Brian Dewan

Brian Dewan – is a musician, artist, furniture maker, performer and a 21st Century Renaissance man. He has recorded several albums of both historic folk music and his timeless originals. He has collaborated, performed or worked with the likes of David Byrne, They Might Be Giants, the Blue Man Group, Flaming Fire, Jed Davis, and Laurie Anderson. He has performed for "Sesame Street" and is included in the "Where in the World is Carmen San Diego?" soundtrack. He and his cousin Leon, under the collective name "Dewanatron," build, exhibit and play a series of their beautiful, handmade synthesizers. 

About Bright Red Rocket – www.brightredrocket.com

Bright Red Rocket is a company created by artists for artists.  Organized to bring greater freedoms and rights to creators, Bright Red Rocket’s mission is to give the widest distribution to the best-kept secrets in creative efforts today.  Additional information can be found at www.brightredrocket.com. 

A trailer and downloadable images can be found at http://www.brightredrocket.com. Should you wish to receive a review copy of the DVD or would like to arrange an interview or performance with Brian Dewan, please contact Cecilia Lee at

cecilia@brightredrocket.com or 323-259-0534. Thanks!
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Quotes about "Focus": 





"Brian Dewan is a mad genius and his filmstrips are the maddest and most ingenious of his many wonderful inventions." 


	- Scott McCloud, Zot! and Understanding Comics





"Class is in session and the AV squad has arrived! Professor Dewan will rewire your brain with the most monstrously powerful learning system since colored chalk. Keep your eyes wide open and please take notes. Your true education has begun!"  


- Mark Newgarden, Cheap Laffs and  We All Die Alone














